i 



5b7 



lY 



81 



CORNELL 

UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 




THIS BOOK IS ONE OF A 
COLLECTION MADE BY 

BENNO LOEWY 
1854-1919 

AND BEQUEATHED TO 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 



ADDRESS 



Grand Chapter 



STATE OF NEW YORK. 



^ 



BY 



M.-. E.-. GEORGE E. W. STIVERS, 



GRAND HIGH PRIEST. 



^ 



Albany, February 2d, J 897. 



^ n /y, 




Cornell University 
Library 



The original of tiiis book is in 
the Cornell University Library. 

There are no known copyright restrictions in 
the United States on the use of the text. 



http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924030288645 



6*37 



/. ' ^ 



V 



ADDRESS 



Companions of the Royal Craft : 

I greet and extend to each of you the right hand of fellow- 
ship, and a fraternal welcome to this, the One-hundredth 
Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter. These annual 
gatherings are as Oases in the desert of life ; we meet here in 
our Sacred Tabernacle, apart from the world, to renew the old 
and to form new ties. 

Another milestone on our Masonic pathway has been 
reached. Once more upon our holy altar we rekindle the iires 
of hope and charity ; once more in the providence of Al- 
mighty God, we are permitted to assemble, under the most 
favorable conditions (and in our new Home), to render an ac- 
count of our stewardship, and to legislate for our future. We 
bring to you assurances from every part of the jurisdiction of 
renewed interest in our beloved institution. The returns of a 
majority of our Chapters show an increase of membership, 
and I congratulate you upon the fact that we have reached 
the high mark at which we aimed at the beginning of the 
year — a substantial growth of our community. 

Almost one hundred years ago a number of faithful Crafts- 
men met in this city and instituted this Grand Chapter, and 
like the great strong oak which from little acorns grow, it has 
grown and flourished, and now, after the lapse of these many 
years, this noble tree of ours, strong in body, with its one 
hundred and eighty-seven branches, from which have sprouted 
twenty thousand leaves, is spreading its benign influence al- 
most everywhere in our great State. 

The founders of this body builded better than they knew, 
conspicuous among whom was DeWitt Clinton, the gentle- 
man and scholar, its lirst Grand High Priest, whose subse- 
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2 GRAND HIGH PEIEST'S ADDEESS. 

quent career as a statesman added lustre to his name — a be- 
loved Companion, whose memory will always be honored and 
revered by the Koyal Craft. 

We can readily imagine from the indestructible character 
of Masonry, a small number of earnest workers thus coming 
together for its common good, with a determination to foster 
its interests and perpetuate the principles of the Royal Craft 
by the organization in this State of a Grand Chapter. They 
were men influential in society, of great worth, brainy men, 
men of affairs, yet willingly gave a sufficiency of their valua- 
ble time to securely plant, and to protect for a time, the broad 
and deep foundations of the grand edifice which we, and those 
who shall come after us, as their successors will strive to 
complete. 

We look back with gratitude to those founders of our in- 
stitution with a peaceful happiness in the present, and stimu- 
lated by their example and encouraged and strengthened by 
the success of their undertaking, we greet with feelings of 
pleasure and satisfaction the beginning of our second century, 
confident from its past history, of the future advancement, 
and of the coming greatness and glory of Capitular Masonry 
in this jurisdiction. 

We must not rest upon the achievements of the past. Let 
us continue in the paths of rectitude and honor, and rejoicing 
that the principles of Masonry have been our guiding star, 
pass on to our destiny with the courage of our convictions. 

EEMEMBEANCE OF THE DEAD. 

Before reporting my official acts and proceedin as let me re- 
fer to those who have passed from our sight, but, I trust, not 
from memory. Death is always with us, and this fact we 
must face when meeting in annual convocation. It is both 
fitting and proper that as a tribute to the memory of those 
who were once members of the Grand Chapter, and, as a tes- 
timony of their personal worth and of their diligent labor in 
our vineyard, their names should be here enrolled. 
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E.'. Edwin T. Skidmoee, Past High Priest of Highland 
Chapter, No. 52, died January 28, 1896. 

E.'. Thomas C. Chittenden, High Priest of "Wateetown 
Chapter, No. 59, 1875-1877, died at Watertown, February 
3, 1896. 

E.". Samuel Hopgood, Past liigh Priest Johnstown Chap- 
ter, No. 78, died March 16, 1896. 

E.'. Silas D. Card, High Priest Poughkbepsie Chapter, 
No. 172, 1896, died at Poughkeepeie March 27, 1896. 

E.'. John D. Anderson, Past High Priest Gate of the 
Temple Chapter, No. 208, affiliated with Nassau Chapter, 
October 15, 1884. Died at Brooklyn, March 28, 1896. 

E.'. Claude "Wilson, High Priest Warren Chapter, No. 
22, 1892-1893, died April 22, 1896. 

E.'. Cicero I. Sims, High Priest Union Chapter, No. 180, 
1868, died June 4, 1 896. 

E.". Harrison J. Smith, Past High Priest Ancient Chap- 
ter, No. 1, 1895, died June 16, 1896. 

E.'. Levi H. Button, High Priest of Apollo Chapter, No. 
48, 1862-1866, died August 15, 1896. 

E.'. Edward D. Loveridge, High Priest Valley Point 
Chapter, No. 232, died at Cuba, Allegany County, Septem- 
ber 10, 1896. 

E.'. Eugene Van Benschoten, Past High Priest Jerusalem 
Chapter, No. 8, died at New York City, October 26, 1896. 

E.'. William N. Irish, High Priest of Amsterdam Chap- 
ter, No. 81, died December 2, 1896. 

E.". Robert Black, High Priest of Nassau Chapter, No. 
109, 1890, died at Brooklyn, December 12, 1896. 

In our Grand Body we have been singularly blessed, and 
we meet here to-day with unbroken official ranks. 

But not so with many of our subordinate Chapters who 
mourn the loss of faithful and beloved companions. We e x 
tend to their families and associates our sincere sympathy in 
their affliction. 
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Many of our sister Grand Jurisdictions have been called 
upon to mourn the loss and to cast the sprig of acacia into 
the graves of distinguished and honored Craftsmen. To them 
we extend our fraternal sympathy, and as a mark of our re- 
spect, here record the names, rank and dates of death respect- 
ively of the companions whom they mourn : 

M.'. E.'. Rev. George Washington Dame, Past Grand 
High Priest and Grand Chaplain of the Grand Chapter of 
Virginia, died December 24, 1805. 

M.". E.". Abner Townley Longley, Past Grand High Priest 
of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, died at 
Washington, D. C, February 23, 1890. 

M.'. E.'. Henry Elavel Gillette, Past Grand High Priest 
of the Grand Chapter of Texas, died at Cedar Bayou, April 
2.-), 1896. 

M.'. E.'. Michael ISTisbet, Past Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, died at Philadelphia, May 7, 
1896. 

P.'. E.'. James Wrigley, Past Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter of Texas, died May 16, 1896. 

P.'. E.'. Lewis Guilliam Stephens, Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, died at Forrest- 
ville, Md., May 17, 1896. 

M.'. E.'. Owen Abbott Bassett, Past Grand High Priest 
of the Grand Chapter of Kansas, died at Lawrence, July 19, 
1896. 

P.'. E.". Robert Brewster, Past Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Chapter of Texas, died at Houston, July 25, 1896. 

Companion Alexander McGregor, Grand Sentinel of the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan, died at Detroit, August 2, 1896. 

R.\ E.". Angus Grant, Past Grand Second Principal H.'. of 
the Grand Chapter of Quebec, died at Prescott, Ont., August 
15, 1896. 

R.'. E.". Frederick Kramer, Grand Treasurer of the Grand 
Chapter of Arkansas, died at Colorado Springs, September 8, 
1896. 
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M.". E.". John Sherman Castle, Past Grand High Priest 
of tlie Grand Chapter of Connecticut, died at Waterbury, 
JSTovember 11, 1896. 

E.-. E.-; Eev. Thomas J. Melish, Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Chapter of Ohio, died at CKfton, Ohio, November 11, 
1896. 

VISITATION OF CHAPTERS. 

I have, during the year, visited officially, the following 
Chapters : 

NAME. NO. LOCATION. 

Ancient 1 New York City. 

Phoenix 2 Xew York City. 

Temple 5 Albany. 

Jerusalem 8 Xew York City. 

Highland 52 Newburgh. 

Watertown 59 Watertown. 

Western Sun 67 .Jamestown. 

Central City 70 Syracuse. 

Johnstown 78 Johnstown. 

iS'assau 109 Brooklyn. 

Orient 1.38 Brooklyn. 

Binghamton 139 Binghamton. 

Metropolitan 140 New York City. 

Zetland 141 New York City. 

Dewitt Clinton 142. ... Brooklyn. 

Zerubbabel 147 New York City. 

Brooklyn 148 Brooklyn. 

Olean 150 Clean. 

Harmony 151 Norwich. 

Corinthian 159 New York City. 

Amity 160 New York City. 

Empire 170 New York City. 

Poughkeepsie 172 Poughkeepsie. 

Buckingham 174 Sing Sing. 

Terrace City 177 Yonkers. 

Union 180 New York City. 

Manhattan 184 New York City. 

Sylvan 188 New York City. 

Dunkirk 191 Dunkirk. 

Staten Island 196 Tottenville. S. I. 

Progressive 198 Brooklyn. 

Rockland 204 Nyack. 
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NAME, NO. LOCATION, 

Pentalpha 206 Flushing. 

Constellation 209 Brooklyn. 

Mount Neboh 213 New York City. 

Banner 214 Long Island City. 

Americas 215 New York City. 

Tyrian 219 New Brighton, S. I. 

Crescent 220 New York City. 

Mohegan 221 Peekskill. 

Evening Star 225 Brooklyn. 

Mount Vernon 228 Mount Vernon. 

John L. Lewis 229 Cobleskill. 

Constitution 230 New York City. 

Mount Zion 231 New York City. 

Gouverneur 233 Gouverneur. 

Iroquois 236 Ilion. 

Altair 237 Brooklyn. 

Ivy 238 New York City. 

Triune 241 New York City. 

Standard 252 New York City. 

Ridgewood 263 Brooklyn. 

Chaldean 265 Brooklyn. 

Irving 268 Tarrytown. 

Medina 281 Medina. 

Noah U.". D." Altamont. 

Making fifty-six (56) official visits. Tliat does not seem a 
great number, yet to accomplish this we traveled outside 
the Metropolitan District (which comprises the cities of New 
York and Brooklyn) more than 4,500 miles, employing a good 
many days and nights, arranging the itinerary so that but 
three Chapters held special convocations to receive us. The 
labor was hard and tiresome at times, and the journeys long 
and wearisome, but firmly believing in the cause, its advance- 
ment by coming in close touch with the members of our Royal 
Family, and encouraged by the large gatherings, the warm- 
heartedness of all we met, the care in which the work was 
rendered, we continued to press on so that we might give to 
the Craft as much time and attention as we could — which was 
their right to expect. 

In addition to the official visits I made forty-two informal 
visits. 
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In the course of my visitations I found Chapters from 25 to 
70 years old that had never been visited by Grand Officers. 
This was the experience of M.'. E.'. Companions William J. 
McDonald and Fbedeeiok E. Barnes, and I presume of 
other Grand High Priests. I am a firm believer in visiting 
the constituent bodies, and know that the results are both 
beneficial and lasting ; that the Chapters appreciate the at- 
tention, feel better and are better for this intermingling of 
Grand Oificers with the companions of their obedience. A 
father might just as well be indiiferent to the welfare of his 
child, an employer never have a pleasant word of encourage- 
ment for his employee, as for us who are placed bj' the suf- 
frages of our companions in these high places to let them 
severely alone, and practically forget their existence, only when 
some question is put to us or request made. From my exper- 
ience, I more emphatically emphasize the statement I made 
last year, that these visits are productive of beneficial results. 
Everywhere we were received with every evidence of pleasure 
and satisfaction. The companions vied with each other in 
making our sojourn among them a pleasant one. They felt 
that they had our consideration, became acquainted with their 
visitors, exchanged views, and advised with them. 

Ofiicial visits create a better feeling, a closer interest and 
a clearer understanding of our Ritual and degrees. They 
make better Masons of us all, more interested oflicers and 
members. The beauties of our system, the grandeur and 
deep import of the lessons taught, are better understood. I 
could write pages of our experiences, and I know that these 
visits have developed and brought out talent and effort that 
were dormant ; and that they inspired earnestness and im- 
pressiveness in the work, and suggested the avoidance of 
carelessness and frivolity in its delineation. 

I wish I could have visited every Chapter in this State, but 
to do this is practically an impossibility, and even though 
one could give his entire time to the work, it could not, in 
one year, be accomplished, as man's strength and endurance 
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can only withstand a certain amount of expenditure. Tlie 
number of miles of travel would be many thousands, and 
even during the past year I was warned that I was taxing 
not only my own strength, but that of the faithful and loyal 
members of my staff. Yet the cause was just, and the encour- 
agement so sincere, and the desire of our companions so 
urgent, that we continued till the end. I trust this visiting 
will continue, and that within a short time it can be said that 
every Chapter has been visited by a Grand High Priest. By 
the kindness and thoughtfulness of the officers and members 
of the Chapters visited, companions of sister Chapters were 
invited to be present that we might meet with and know them 
more intimately. It indicated the good feeling existing 
among the Chapters, and I here extend my personal thanks 
to the High Priests who were instrumental in producing such 
a beneficial result. It was a courtesy very much appreciated, 
and gave us the opportunity of meeting those whom we could 
not otherwise have greeted, and from the fact that so many ac- 
cepted such invitations, it was proof to us that it was a pleasure 
for those Eoyal Arch Masons to meet with and know us, else so 
very many would not have come (many from considerable 
distances) to those meetings. I can safely make the assertion 
that by these fraternal courtesies the Grand Officers met the 
officers and some members of fully forty additional Chapters 
up the State which were not officially visited, so that we 
met the representatives of more than ninetj- Chapters and 
several thousand companions. 

During these visits we witnessed the conferring of the dif- 
ferent degrees of our series, and the care and proficiencv in 
the work was very gratifying, and while not wishing to make 
special mention of the work of any one Chapter, I cannot 
resist commending the perfect and finished manner in which 
the Most Excellent Master's degree was conferred by Medina 
Chaptee, with a completeness of detail, furniture, parapher- 
nalia, costumes and sublime music that was most effective and 
impressive. This degree is one of the most beautiful of our 
series, of great possibilities and scenic effects. I wish it were 
more fully exemplified than it is by all of our Chapters. 
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VISITATIONS ABROAD. 

Marcli 10th, visited the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island at 
Providence, accompanied by M.'. E.". Feedeeiok E. Barnes, 
R.'. E.". Companions John W. Palmer and Adolph Muehsam. 

May 12th, visited the Grand Chapter of Connecticut at 
Hartford, accompanied by P.'. E.'. Companions Palmer, Liv- 
ermore, Muehsam and Sisson. 

May 13, visited the Grand Chapter of New Jersey at 
Trenton, accompanied by P.'. E.'. Companions Palmer and 
Muehsam. Here it was our pleasure to meet and greet Com- 
panion George L. McCahan, General Grand High Priest of 
the General Grand Chapter, also Past Grand High Priest 
Caetee of Maryland. 

These visits were very pleasant, and the interchange of 
thought incident thereto was, without doubt, beneficial to all 
concerned. 

January 25th. Accompanied by the Associate Grand Offi- 
cers and a delegation of Present and Past High Priests and 
companions, I visited Union Chapter at ISTewark, Xew Jer- 
sey, by invitation. The Poyal Arch degree was conferred. 
It was a most agreeable occasion, thoroughly enjoyed by all 
present, and is another link forged in that chain of fraternal 
intercourse and good will, which, it is hoped, will always 
prevail. 

coerespondence and decisions. 

My correspondence during the year has been considerable, 
and as a natural consequence, business, absence from home 
and other matters have, at times, delayed reply ; but, I trust, 
not to the inconvenience of the writers. Many of the ques- 
tions asked were of such a nature as to require only reference 
to our Constitution, and it would be well if our High Priests 
and Secretaries would more fully familiarize themselves with 
its provisions, thus saving not only themselves, but the Grand 
Officers much time and labor. 
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I report the following, but am in doubt whether they are of 
sufficient importance to be placed upon record : 

Question. Can you grant a dispensation to confer the 
Koyal Arch degree in less time than two weeks ? 

Answer. N"o ; the Constitution is very explicit on this point. 
The Grand High Priest has no power to grant such a dispen- 
sation. 

Question. Can the Mark Master, Past Master and Most 
Excellent Master's degrees be conferred at the same convoca- 
tion? 

Answer. Yes ; it is a common custom. 

Question. A candidate having received the Mark and Past 
Master's degrees, seemed to me more familiar with the Past 
Master's degree than novices should be, and upon questioning 
him he said that he had got information from a companion, 
but would not tell his name. Can we confer the other degrees 
upon him ? 

Answer. The brother is entitled to complete his Capitular 
degrees. 

Question. A brother came from Pennsylvania about three 
months ago, previous to that he had lived in New York a year 
or two ago. Can he petition the Chapter after living here 
four months ? 

Answer. He must reside in the State one year. 

Question. A candidate rejected by a Chapter after six 
months, can he petition another Chapter for the degrees, pro- 
viding the Chapter holding jurisdiction gives its consent ? 

Answer. Yes. See Constitution, Sections 56-62. 

Question. "What is the standing of a Royal Arch Mason, 
who was dropped from his Lodge at his own request, Septem- 
ber, 1890 ? 

Answer. The companion is not in good standing. See 
Constitution, Section 80. 
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DISPENSATIONS GRANTED. 

February 14, to M.'. E.'. Marvin I. Greenwood, Past Grand 
High Priest, to constitute Greenville Chapter, No. 283, 
install the officers and confer the Order of High Priesthood 
on Comp. WiLLiAJt A. "Wasson, the High Priest of that 
Chapter. 

March 16, to Waeben Chapter, No. 22, to install King 
and Scribe, March 18. 

March IS, to Fulton Chapter, No. 167, to install its officers 
April 14. 

March IS, to P.'. E.". George McGown, Grand Lecturer, 
to convene a Council of Anointed High Priests, to consecrate 
and anoint Comp. Thomas Ferris, High Priest of Fulton 
Chapter, No. 167. 

April 2, to Evening Star Chapter, No. 225, to install the 
Scribe, April 2. 

June 1, to Glens Falls Chapter, No. 55, to meet tempor- 
arily in the rooms of Glens Falls Lodge, B. P. 0. Elks. 

November 27, to Melchizedek Chapter, No. 273, to hold 
their annual convocation in the new rooms of Glen Cove 
Lodge, F. and A. M., at which time they would take action 
to make it their permanent home. 

December 7, to Triune Chapter, No. 241, to elect and in- 
stall officers, December 28. 

January 5, 1807, to Staten Island Chapter, No. 196, to 
elect and install officers, January 14. 

January 6, to Speingville Chapter, No. 275, to install 
the officers, January 11th. 

January 13, to Lake Ontario Chapter, No. 165, to install 
the officers, January 18th. 

January 14, to John L. Lewis Chapter, No. 229, to install 
the King, Treasurer and Principal Sojourner, January 26th. 
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January il, to DeWitt Clinton Chapter, Wo. 142, to in- 
stall the Scribe, January 22d. 

January 21, to Amity Chapter, No. 160, to install the 
King on that date. 

HOME matters. 

February 14th. I issued a dispensation to M.'. E.'. Marvin 
I. Greenwood, to constitute Greenville Chapter, No. 283, 
under the warrant issued to that Chapter, to install their offi- 
cers, and to confer the Order of High Priesthood on the 
High Priest named in the charter. 

March Oth. I received Comp. Greenwood's report, in- 
forming me that he had, with the assistance of E.'.E.'. Osoae 
L. Eastman, E.'. Hyman Roosa, and E.'. A. V. D. Collier, 
performed the pleasing duty assigned him. 

February 22d. Received from Grand Treasurer, Herman 
H. Russ, his official bond, approved same and forwarded it to 
the Deputy Grand High Priest, and later was notified by the 
Grand Secretary that the same had come to him approved by 
all the Grand Council Officers. 

April istli. Received report from R.'. E.'. George Mc- 
GowN, Grand Lecturer, that he had installed the officers of 
Fulton Chapter, No. 167, pursuant to dispensation ; also that 
he convened a Council of Anointed High Priests, at Fulton, 
April 15th, and conferred the Order of High Priesthood on 
E.'. Thomas Ferris, High Priest of the Chapter. 

May 8th. In conformity with the action had at our last 
annual convocation, that the paragraph contained in the re- 
port of the Committee on the Grand High Priest's address 
relative to the centennial of the Grand Chapter should be re- 
ferred to a special committee, I appointed as such commit- 
tee Past Grand High Priests William J. McDonald (Chair- 
man), Thomas C. Cassidy, George Van Yliet, William 
Sherer, and Frederick E. Barnes, with power to add to 
their number. They will report at this convocation. 



GRAND HIGH PRIEST'S ADDRESS. 13 

June 2d. My official visit to Constitution Chapter, No. 
230, was the occasion of a presentation by the committee of the 
Grand Chapter of the testimonial to M.'. E.'. Marvin I. Green- 
wood. With me, to assist in doing honor to our Past Grand 
High Priest, were P.'. E.'. Companions John Webb, Jr., 
Joseph A. Crame, John W. Palmer, J. Harris Balston, 
Alfred A. Guthrie, William Hall, Adolph Muehsam, 
George McGown, and many Grand Pepresentatives, Past and 
Present High Priests of Chapters, and Past Grand Pligh 
Priests William Sherer, William J. McDonald and Fred- 
erick E. Barnes. It was an enjoyable evening, and the ex- 
ercises very interesting. 

It is a peculiar pleasure and privilege to make record of the 
faithfulness of the Assistant Grand Lecturers, Comps. David 
McKelsey, of New York City, and David Hinds, of Brook- 
lyn. They have conscientiously and thoroughly performed 
their duties, been of great help and assistance to the Craft, 
and have done much for the good of Royal Arch Masonry. 
They have been with me when I officially visited the Chapters 
in the Metropolitan district. 

It seems but fitting that I should here make acknowledg- 
ment to my owii Chapter, Jerusalem, No. 8, for the magnifi- 
cent reception tendered me on February 28th — a mark of their 
esteem and respect and a recognition of their appreciation of 
my elevation to the highest office in your gift, that of Grand 
High Priest. The reception was public that our wives and 
other members of our families might participate and share 
our pleasure. The programme was varied by an address of 
welcome by the High Priest, and my reply, music, singing, 
recitations and dancing. I was honored by the presence of 
all the Grand Chapter Officers except four, by ten Past High 
Priests of my own Chapter (a special escort to myself), delega- 
tions from Connecticut and New Jersey, and a very large 
gathering of our own members and those of sister Chapters ; 
also, Past Grand High Priests Charles Belcher, of New 
Jersey, and William J. McDonald and Frederick E. Barnes, 
of our own State. It was a most delightful affair, recherche. 
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and enjoyed by all. This outpouring of the Royal Craft and 
of our mothers, wives and daughters, to do me honor, was a 
most pleasing compliment. The recollection of this evening, 
its surroundings and the occasion, will always be with me a 
gratifying memory. 

January 19 and 26. Upon invitation of York and Pales- 
tine CoMMANDEEiES, the Grand Officers of the Grand Chap- 
ter were received through the lines at their receptions. 

I had the honor and pleasure to install the officers of the 
following Chapters : Phcexix, Oonstiti'tion, Aiieeicus, Jeru- 
salem, Teiu^^e, Moust Zigx and jMount Neboh, in !N"ew York 
City; Orient and Chaldean, at Brooklyn; Mohegan, at 
Peekskill; Buckingham, at Sing Sing; Highland, at ISTew- 
burgh ; Pentalpha, at Flushing. 

The installation ceremonies do not usually receive the atten- 
tion they deserve, and should always be conducted with earn- 
estness and a careful instruction of the duties inculcated. 
Instances occurred where as we were informed it was the first 
time these ceremonies were satisfactorily conducted in their 
Chapters. 

Our travels frequently brought us to Albany, where we had 
to tarry, for a greater or less time. While there the atten- 
tions of P.". E.". Companions Herman H. Puss, Alered A. 
Guthrie and Otto Scholz, and Companion Will L. Lloyd 
tightened that bond of fraternal kindness which time can 
never remove. 

November lOtb, I visited Temple Chapter, No. 5, at 
Albany, which was the first official visit to a Chapter in the 
new Masonic Temple. The Grand Officers accompanying me 
were Right Excellent Companions HEE>tAX H. Puss, John 
W. Palmer, Alfred A. Guthrie, AVilliam Hall, Adolph 
MuEHSAM, William F. Livermoeb, William G. Janes, Julius 
D. Ireland and Otto Scholz, and several Past High Priests 
of Capital City Chapter. 

On very many occasions I have been asked to obtain waivers 
of jurisdiction over candidates from our sister States, and mv 
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requests for such indulgence have invariably received courte- 
ous attention and ready compliance on their part. New Jer- 
sey has responded ten times ; Pennsylvania, three times ; and 
Florida, Connecticut and Illinois, each once. This speaks well 
for the harmony and good will existing between us, and also 
of that broad conception of Masonic jurisdiction, giving to 
all the inalienable right to go where they wish to make their 
Masonic homes. 

In turn it has been my privilege, through the reciprocal 
action of our subordinate Chapters, to grant several waivers 
over residents of our jurisdiction in behalf of Chapters of 
other States. 

CHAPTER ORGANIZED, U.'. D.'.. 

April, 13, 1896. I received a petition, signed by ten com- 
panions, praying for a dispensation to form and hold a 
Chapter at Altamont, Albany county, to be known as Noah 
Chapter, U.'. D.'., which petition was recommended by St. 
George's Chapter, No. 157, at Schenectady. Upon reliable 
information, I was satisiied that here was a good field, and that 
its cultivation would be a benefit to the Koyal Craft. 

April ITth. I granted the dispensation, naming James 
Bleecker Groot as High Priest, George W. Davenport as 
King, and Eufus S. Barton as Scribe. 

In connection with this, it is most pleasing for me to report 
that on November 18th I officially visited Noah Chapter, U.'. 
D.'., accompanied by Eight Excellent Companions Herman H. 
Euss, G.'. T.'.; John "W". Palmer, G.'. C.'. H.'.; Alfred A. 
Guthrie, G.-.P.-.S.'.; William Hall, G.'.M.-.SdV.'.; Adolph 
Muehsam, G.'. M.'. 1st V.'., and thoroughly inspected their 
work, which was done to the satisfaction of us all. 

They have a full and complete complement of necessary 
furniture and paraphernalia, also new costumes. 

The members are intelligent and painstaking and show 
every evidence of being a live and useful body. 
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They have exalted sixteen ; have several candidates elected, 
and many more in waiting. 

I can conscientiously speak in highest commendation of this 
Chapter and its members. The outlook is bright for a pros- 
perous future. 

I sincerely trust that a Warrant of Constitution will be 
granted them at this convocation. 

Our Grand Lecturer, K.\ E.'. George McGown, visited 
them previously to my visit, and will, I presume, make men- 
tion of it in his report. 

GEAND EEPKESENTATIVES. 

Believing, that we should, as far as lies in our power, recog- 
nize faithfulness to duty, and that we should, whenever we 
can, distribute honors among the many deserving compan- 
ions, I nominated the following companions as representa- 
tives of sister Grand Chapters near our own, and I am 
pleased to say that in no instance was there any hesitation in 
appointing the companions whose names were presented : 

Connecticut — Comp. John W. Sisson, of New York City, 
in place of Comp. Geoegb E. W. Stiyees, resigned. 

California — Comp. John Cohosh, of Corning, in place of 
Comp. Oeville F. Randolph. 

Florida — Comp. Geoege W. Andeeson, of New York 
City, in place of Comp. Eees G. Williams, deceased. 

New Hampshire — 

Maryland — Comp. William N. Caemichael, of Brooklyn, 
in place of Comp. Adolph Muehsam, resigned. 

Mississippi — Comp. Otto Scholz, of Albany, in place of 
Comp. Heeman H. Euss, resigned. 

Nova Scotia — Comp. Washington M. Postley, of New 
York City, in place of Comp. Geoege Van A'liet, resigned. 
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Ohio — Comp. Jonathan L. Smith, of Cohoes, in place of 
Comp. E.ICHAED H. Huntington, resigned. 

Oregon — Comp. William li. Sutton, of Brooklyn, in place 
of Comp. Petee M. "W". Vbehoeven. 

Texas — Comp. James H. Euggles, of Brooklyn, in place 
of Comp. OscAE G. Ahlsteom, resigned. 

Wisconsin — Comp. Chaeles Stewaet, of Brooklyn, in 
place of Comp. Geoege H. Raymond, resigned. 

Upon the nomination of the Grand High Priests of the 
respective jurisdictions, on 

March 19th. Issued commission to Companion Thomas J. 
Andeeson, as the Pepresentative of this Grand Chapter, near 
that of Kansas. 

June 29th. Issued commission to Companion Samuel E. 
Bond, as the Representative of this Grand Chapter, near that 
of Washington, D. C. 

September 30th. Issued commission to Companion John 
McCeacken, as the Representative of this Grand Chapter, 
near that of Oregon, and on 

October 5th. Issued commission to Companion J. D. Bunt- 
ing, as the Representative of this Grand Chapter, near that 
of Texas. 

While absent from my home, on Masonic affairs, M.'. E.". 
Comp. Maecus Endel, our Representative near the Grand 
Chapter of Florida, called at my office. This courtesy was 
thoroughly appreciated, and an evidence that our companion 
feels and sustains the honor of the position. I regret exceed- 
ingly that it was not my privilege to see and greet him during 
his sojourn in our city. 

JUEISDICTION OVEE CANDIDATES. 

Since the passage of the bill extending the limits of the 
city of New York, the question has repeatedly been asked 
what effect such extension of territory would have on the jur- 
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isdiction of Chapters which are located within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Greater New York, as affecting candidates 
for the degrees l 

This being a question of much importance, I have refused 
to entertain it, and suljmit it to the Grand Chapter for decis- 
ion, to the end that no conflict of jurisdiction may arise in 
the future. 

And, while on this subject of Jurisdiction, I feel it a duty 
to speak of the evil effect which often results in respect of 
the claims of jurisdiction that by our laws Chapters have over 
candidates within their boundaries. My attention has been 
repeatedly called to this where refusals of waiver of jurisdic- 
tion have been made for un-Masonic reasons, but generally 
from avaricious motives, involving merely the amount of 
money that the candidate may have to pay. Chapters having 
a claim upon the candidate often take his money and confer 
the degrees, and are then content to have him withdraw and 
affiliate with some Chapter more to his liking. In this they 
are not actuated by the true spirit of Masonry. 

I hold that every one who wishes to become a Eoyal Arch 
Mason should have the right to receive the favor in any 
Chapter that would accept his petition, and in which he 
would, in his judgment, be most happy as a member of our 
Craft; in that l)ody where his personal affiliations are, and 
thus pleasantly sitiiated become a better and more useful Ma- 
son. 

Tinder our present law candidates for the degrees are com- 
pelled to apply to the Chapter in whose jurisdiction they re- 
side, otherwise unless such jurisdiction is released they can 
not become Royal Arch Masons. This arbitrariness is harm- 
ful to the best interests and welfare of our Craft, and as a 
consequence we often lose those who would be useful and 
honorable members of our Capitular family. There is another 
evil attendant upon this (juestion. I refer to the fact that 
candidates over whom certain Chapters have control, can much 
more readily, and with less inconvenience, loss of time and 
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expense, reach other Chapters on lines of railroad, and return 
to their homes the same night, while to go to their own they 
must drive across country, and, in some instances, travel by 
two connecting lines of railroad and remain from home all 
night, — a hardship to which they should not be subjected. It 
is the fact too that Chapters on one side of the Hudson hold 
jurisdiction on the other side of the river, thus subjecting can- 
didates to much inconvenience. 

Our present regulations on the question of jurisdiction are 
not equitable in their operation. This is an age of progress 
and enlightenment, and we should, therefore, improve on the 
old methods. I am satisfied it would be better, and a help to 
Masonry if our whole State was the concurrent jurisdiction of 
all the Chapters. If, in the judmgent of this Grand Body, 
that is too broad a view, then let us make some change in the 
boundaries, and at least allow candidates to go to Chapters 
which they can reach most conveniently on direct lines of 
railroad. 

It seems to me it would also be a move in the right direc- 
tion to give the Grand High Priest discretionary power as to 
waiver of jurisdiction, when refusal of such waiver is made 
by a Chapter, if upon investigation, he shall be satisfied that 
such refusal was induced by selfish or other unworthy reasons, 
notwithstanding the action of the Chapter. Let us do some- 
thing for the relief of the many Master Masons who are ready 
and willing to join our Eoyal Craft, if they could have the 
right of choice as to the Chapter of which they wish to be- 
come members. 

On Long Island instances have occurred where companions 
could much easier go to and from the city of New York or 
Brooklyn, from their own homes, than they could go from 
their own homes to the Chapters holding jurisdiction. 

I am constrained to speak of this matter of jurisdiction in 
deference to the wishes of many of the Craft, both Symbolic 
and Capitular, and as we are now entering upon our second 
century, let us turn over a new leaf of progress in that direc- 
tion. 
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EECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Assistant Grand Lecturers are attaches of the Grand 
Chapter ; they are faithful workers in the Craft ; their ofiice 
is to instruct the less informed ; they are in close touch 
with our Grand Lecturer to carry out his instructions, and I 
recommend that by an amendment to the Constitution tlie 
title of "Right Excellent "be conferred upon them. This 
slight recognition is but a small reward for their services. 
Their duties are as important as those of the Grand Kepre- 
sentatives, and I sincerely trust this recommendation will be 
favorably considered. 

I also recommend that the Grand Chapter cause to be pre- 
pared a suitably engraved form of certificate attesting the 
election and appointment of its officers, to be issued to the 
incumbents as a souvenir of their official relations to the 
Grand Body. 

DISCIPLINARY. 

In the autumn of 1895, alleged irregularities in a Chapter 
located in the city of New York, were brought to the attention 
of my predecessor, M.'. E.'. Marvin I. Greenwood. On in- 
vestigation, it was deemed proper to prefer charges against the 
Chapter. 

Charges were accordingly preferred for un-Masonic conduct 
and Masonic offenses, under Sections •i6-.!i2 and (iS of the 
Constitution. 

On April 15, 1896, I appointed Past High Priests, John 
W. CoBURN, Charles B. Pearse and "William IST. Car- 
MiCHAEL, Commissioners, to hear, try and determine the 
same. 

The Commission met June l(Jth and 17th, and after hearing 
argument of counsel for the Chapter, decided that the charges 
were not in accordance with certain provisions of the Code, 
and did not proceed to trial. 
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Specific and more detailed charges were subsequently pre- 
ferred, alleging willful and persistent violations of the Con- 
stitution of the Grand Chapter. 

The counsel of the Chapter being absent in Europe, no 
action was taken until November 2, 1896, when I appointed 
Past Grand High Priest, Thomas C. Cassidy, Chairman, and 
Past High Priests, Chaeles E. Lansing and Feederiok Ed- 
MiNSTEE, associates, to hear, try and determine the same. 

The Commission have held several sessions, but owing to 
the importance of the questions involved, and the desire to 
give the Chapter every opportunity possible to explain and 
clear itself of the alleged violations of the Constitution as 
charged, the Commissioners have been unable to conclude the 
matter in time for this Convocation. 

Reception to Comp. McDonald. 

October 16th. Pyeamid Lodge gave a reception to R."."W.". 
"William J. McDonald, Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge. 

The many different Masonic organizations, of which our 
distinguished companion is a member, were invited, and at- 
tended in a body. The officers of the Grand Chapter were, 
in compliment to our esteemed Past Chief, invited as Royal 
Arch Masons, clothed as such, an unusual sight in a Lodge, 
but, nevertheless, proper and correct, an evidence of respect, 
and that our place in the Mystic Circle was both important 
and honorable. Accompanying me were Past Grand High 
Priest Baenes, E.'. E.'. Companions Nast, Russ, Palmee, 
Balston, Hall, Mdehsaii, McGown, Liveemoee, Hatton, 
Maxfield and Sisson ; Assistant Grand Lecturers McKelset 
and Hinds ; several Grand Representatives, also many repre- 
sentatives of Chapters. M.'. W.'. John Stewaet, Grand 
Master, presided during the exercises. By his courtesy, I was 
presented to the brethren, with the remark that I might have 
something to say of Royal Arch Masonry. It was an oppor- 
tunity rarely afforded a Grand High Priest to address a Lodge 
of Master Masons on that subject. I appreciated the courtesy, 
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grasped the opportunity, and addressed the audience with 
such ability as I could command. 

It certainly was a graceful compliment to the Royal Craft 
that we, in the garb of and as Royal Arch Masons, were in- 
vited to be with our brethren in their Tiled Lodge. 

R.'.W.'. Bro. and Comp. Ehlees, in the course of his remarks 
on the occasion said it was the most unique and diversified 
assembly of Masons he had ever attended, and he doubted if 
any other of our representative Masons could have gathered 
such a galaxy. 

I deem it both fitting and proper that we place this record 
upon our pages, out of respect to him who so ably presided 
over this Grand Chapter, and whom we delight to honor as 
Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge. 

In this connection I deem it proper to make mention that, 
upon my several visits to Lodges, the Masters would invariably 
publicly recognize me as the Grand High Priest. This I did 
not consider personal to myself, but a courtesy to our Royal 
Family, and it makes me rejoice to know that from the labors 
and work of the past years this branch of INCasonry now occu- 
pies a higher jjlane than ever before, and receives attention 
before unheard of. 

MASONIC TEMPLE ALBANY. 

June 2-i, 1S0.1. In company with M.'. E.". Feedeeick E. 
Baenes, and E.'. E.'. Companions Heeman H. Russ, John 
W. Palmer and Alfeed A. Gutheie, I attended the lavina- 
of the corner-stone of this Temple. 

October 2<i, 1896. In company with R.'. E.". Companions 
John Webb, Je., Philip M. ISTast, Je., Heeman FI. Russ, 
John W. Palmee, Alfebd A. Gdtheie, William FIall, 
Adolph Muehsam, Geoege McGown and Past Grand High 
Priest William J. McDonald, I attended the dedication. 

It seemed both fitting and proper that at these two events 
the Grand Chapter should be represented — Albany being the 
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city where this Grand Chapter has annually convened since its 
organization, and the Home of our Albany companions being 
its Home when in annual session. Thus we gathered here as 
Koyal Arch Masons, with our brethren of the Symbolic, the 
Blue and the Red, at the inception and completion (the Alpha 
and Omega) of this beautiful Home, and to rejoice with our 
companions at the fruition of their hopes and desires. For all 
time, I hope we may be permitted to annually convene here, 
and it is with a pardonable pride that in the exercise of a 
prerogative of my office I shall have the distinguished honor 
of presiding at the first convocation of the Grand Chapter 
held within its walls. 

To our Albany companions we can truthfully say : Under 
the skillful touch of your working tools the rough stones have 
become perfect ones. That you have watched with unceasing 
care the beauties of the Temple increase under the cunning 
hand of the Master Workman, and at length seen the object 
of your hopes comjsleted, and the last arch bound together by 
the priceless keystone. 

Your Temple is completed and dedicated. You have 
wrought industriously with zeal and fidelity, and can now 
enjoy the result of your labor. 

We were present and assisted at its completion and dedica- 
tion. We have been conducted around the outer courts and 
viewed its beautiful proportions, its massive pillars, its lights, 
jewels and furniture. 

Companions, we rejoice with you, and it tills our hearts 
with a great joy that we are permitted to join with you in 
yoi^r hymns of praise and thanksgiving to the Great Architect 
of the Universe, that another lasting monument has been 
reared to Masonry and its ennobling teachings. 

THE MASONIC HOME. 

This monument of Masonic cliarity, in which we are all 
interested, and of which we are very proud, we visited while 
en route through the State last June, our tour being via Utica, 
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where a change of cars was necessary. Here it was our good 
fortune to meet M.'. W.". Brother and Companion Jesse B. 
Anthony, who expressed the wish that we would visit the 
Home — an invitation that we availed ourselves of. I was 
accompanied by M.'. E.'. Feedeeick E. Baenes, R'. E.'. Com- 
panions Philip M. Nast, Je., John W. Palmee, William 
Hall, Adolph Mtjehsam," and Companion Noble F. Mae- 
tin. The visit demonstrated to us the efBciency of the 
government of the Home and the success of the institution. 
It was our privilege to inspect the building and its appoint- 
ments, and to participate in an enjoyable luncheon with 
Brother and Mrs. Anthony, after which the inmates were 
assembled in the Chapel, where, in beautiful and touching 
language, we were welcomed by Companion Anthony, who 
said that this visit marked a new era in their history ; that 
it would be well if a day was set apart eacli year for the visit 
of the Grand Officers, and be known as Grand Chapter day, 
which I heartily endorse, such innovations being both desira- 
ble, beneficial and helpful to the inmates, and a pleasing 
change from the every-day monotony. It was our privilege 
to address the inmates on the subject of Masonry, and of the 
providence of the fraternity of which they were the recipients. 
The warm grasp of hands, and the expressions of thankfulness 
that we were there, were very touching. The children of the 
Home gave us a most pleasing entertainment, showing that not 
only was their educational interests looked after, but their 
pleasures also. Take it all in all, it was a delightful experi- 
ence. Companions, we are all Master Masons, and have a deep 
interest in this great charity, and anything we can do to fur- 
ther its usefulness we should not omit. If our visit brought 
one ray of sunshine to the lives of those afflicted ones, then, 
indeed, we are the gainers. This Home is a Home in every 
sense of the word. Its admirable management shows the 
wisdom of placing Companion Anthony and his wife in 
charge of the institution. For their kind attention and cour- 
tesies, we return our sincere thanks. 
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OEDEE OE HIGH PEIESTHOOD. 

In accordance with the usual custom, and to facilitate the 
business of the Grand Chapter, I convened a Grand Council 
of Anointed High Priests at Masonic Hall, in the city of 
New York, Saturday night, January 3d, 1897, composed of 
the following officers : 

M.\ E.\ Geoege E. W. Stivers, arand High Priest. 

M.". E.". William Sheker, as Deputy Grand High Priest. 

R.'. B.'. George MoGown, as Grand Chaplain. 

M.". E.'. William J. McDonald, as Grand Treasurer. 

R.'. E.". Clarence R. Hatton, as Grand Secretary. 

R.'. B.". John W. Palmer, Grand Captain of the Host. 

R.'. B.'. J. Harris Balston, Grand Principal Sojourner. 

R.'. E.'. Alfred A. Guthrie, Grand Royal Arch Captain. 

E.'. Julian K. Larke, Organist. 

E.'. Harry Kimbbr, as Grand Sentinal. 



The Grand Council was opened in ample form, and the 
lowing companions were duly anointed, consecrated and 
emnly set apart to the Office of High Priest : 
Comp. Henry Comstock H.'. P.'.Anoient Chapter No. 



S. Dana Hubbard. . 
James PI. Williams. 
John R. Gardner. . . 
Edward C(5oper. . . . 
George JI. Duval. . . 
Thomas D. Kelly. . . 
Warren C. Bennett. 

David Snell 

Thoma.s B. Savage. 
James H. Curlin. . . 
Henry A. Rogers. . . 
.James j\J. Twiss. . . . 
John A. Kennedy. . 

John P. Yates 

Andrew Jersey 

George L. (iillette. . 
Amasa PI. Xichols . 

Max C. liaum 

C . II. Lutzens. 

Peter D. Post 

William Langston.. 
Xeil .1. Hepburn. . . 



Phoenix 

Temple 

Jerusalem 

Xassau 

Orient 

Jlctropolitan . . . 

Zetlanil 

De Witt Clinton. 

Zerubbabel 

Corinthian 

Amity 

Sylvan 

Stateii Island. . . 

Progressive 

Rockland 

Pentalpha . . . . 
(,'onstellation... . 
Washington. . . . 

.\mericus 

Tyi'ian 

Evening Star. . . 
( 'onstitution. . . 



fol- 
sol- 

1 

2 
5 
8 
109 
188 
140 
141 
142 
147 
159 
160 
188 
196 
198 
204 
206 
309 
312 
21.5 
219 
225 
230 
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Comp. Hermann Busch H.'. P.'.Altair Chapter No. 237 

238 
241 
242 
263 
265 



Henry Hunneke, Jr . . . . ' ■ Ivy 

Elias Whitney " Triune 

Edward B. Cantine " Capital City. 

Edward W. Van Vranken ' ' Ridgewood . . 

Horace M. Ollivier " Chaldean.... 



Comp. John Duncan, P.'. H.\ P.'. Oriental No. 15, of New Jersey, now of 
Orient No. 138, Brooklyn. 

The Grand Council was honored by the presence of M.'. E.'. Fkedbeick 
E. Baexes, Past Grand High Priest, and R.'. E.'. Companions Philip M. 
Nasi, Jr., Grand King; William Hall, Grand Master Third Vail; Adolph 
.MuEHSAM, Grand Jlaster First Vail; P. Pkederick Lenhart, John Little, 
David M. Drurt, Alfred B. Price, William N. Carmiohael, James A. 
Babcook, Williaji H. Sutton, Rollin M. Moroan, Charles P. Kbtteree, 
Frederick E. Davis, George Anderson, W. M. Postley, Otto Scholz 
and Charles Stewart, Grand Representatives; E.'. David Hinds, Assistant 
Grand Lecturer, and R.'.E.'. Emanuel Loewenstein, Past Grand Royal Arch 
Captain; M.'. E.'. Comp. Thomas C. Cassidt, Past Grand High Priest, for 
the first time in verij many years, was unavoidably absent on account of 
urgent and important business. His familiar iDrm was greatly missed and 
his enforced absence regretted by all. 

From sister Jurisdictions we were honored by the presence of 'SI.' . E.'. 
Charles Belcher, Past Grand High Priest; R.'. E.'. John B. Bkrtholf, 
(xrand King; George C. Woolson, Grand Captain of the Host of tlie Grand 
Chapter of New Jersey; R.'. E.'. John E. Sparrow, Grand Captain of the 
Host of the Gniiid Chapter of Delaware; E.'. Frederick C. Hawkins, 
Union Chapter, Newark, N. J. ; E.'. George W. Ladd, Washington Chap- 
ter, Newark, N. J.; E.'. Frederick Hindsley and E.'. Charles P. Gil- 
bert. Jerusalem Chapter, Bridgeport, Conn.; E.'. Lewis P. Dash, Daven- 
port Chapter, Iowa; and E.'. John T. Bragg, Montgomery Chapter, 
Bath, Maine. 

The attendance at this convention was one of the largest 
ever lield in this city, which was most gratifying, as show- 
ing increased interest in all that pertains to our noble Craft. 
There were forty-two Chapters represented, and more than 
one hundred and fifty Excellent Companions of our own 
jurisdiction present, in addition to the candidates and visitors. 

THE EOTAL AECH. 

To all who are interested in our Capitular system I commend 
a careful perusal and study of our Foreign Correspondence 
Report. There is much of truth and wisdom contained in 
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its, pages, and the student who seeks Masonic light and 
knowledge will find mnch in it to instruct and educate. 

In this jurisdiction I feel sure that no more will we hear it 
said that the Chapter is merely the stepping-stone to so-called 
higher degrees. The importance of the Capitular degrees are 
now more thoroughly understood and appreciated. The work 
of our Chapters is more in keeping with its sublime teachings, 
and the degrees are so conferred that they appeal to our higher 
sensibilities, and leave a more lasting and beneficial impression 
on the mind of the novitiate. 

The following words of wisdom and truth, which I wish 
could be echoed and re-echoed throughout this broad land, 
fittingly and forcibly express my feelings relative to the Royal 
Arch. They were spoken by the M.'. E.\ Grand Z.'. Comp. 
J. Ross RoBEETsoN of the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

He says : 

" The ground floor of our fraternal structure holds the 
initial part of the work, which gives by the three sections 
of the Craft degrees, the right to go up higher and seek in 
the fourth section the brighter and clearer light of Masonry 
in the degrees of the Royal Arch. The Capitular degrees are 
of admitted antiquity. They contain the essentials of knowl- 
edge that give perfection to the Craft degrees. 

" We feel assured that the merits of the Royal Arch will 
always be sufliciently appreciated to induce those members of 
the Craft, who are really actuated by a desire for knowledge, 
and to seek admission to our mysteries, and in the future, as 
in the past, the Masonic student will consider the Royal Arch 
Chapter as the ne pltcs ultra of Freemasonry — the completion 
and perfection of that knowledge which he began to acquire 
on the evening of his initiation. 

" The Royal Arch is the real summit of the true Mason's 
journey. It has the right of way. It follows in the van of 
the pi'imal degrees, and is the living impersonation and the 
recognized terminus of all that is legitimate in the Masonry 
that has been handed down by our fathers in the Craft." 

I believe that to-day, the Masons, not only of our own but 
of every State, more thoroughly understand and appreciate 
the grandeur and teaching of the Royal Arch degree. 
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CONCLUSION. 

During my administration the labor has been continuous 
and laborious. Tiresome to the body naturally, but not to 
the spirit, my every thought and act being of and for the 
Eoyal Craft. This work of love has been very much light- 
ened by the uniform kindness and consideration of the com- 
panions of our great family. 

To my associate officers I feel particularly grateful ; words 
in cold type cannot adequately convey to you what their 
faithfulness to the trust placed in them, meant to me. Single 
handed I could not have accomplished what has been done. 
No more loyal, genial or companionable companions could one 
wish to have with him. In my visits to the Chapters in the 
interior of the State I was accompanied by a majority of these 
officers, and to them I am greatly indebted for generous sup- 
support on all occasions. 

To Comp. ilcGowN our acknowledgments are due for his 
attendance, he being present at all the Chapters visited up the 
State and many in the jMetropolitan District. He is a welcome 
visitor always and everywhere. His name is a household 
word. Everywhere we saw the fruits of his labor. He is 
the right man in the right place. I trust we may long have 
the benefit of his services, knowledge and experience. 

Our Grand Secretary, Comp. Fox, has been to me as to 
others who preceded me, an encyclopedia from which we all 
culled information. His experience and knowledge has been 
valuable and helpful to me. For his many acts of courtesy 
and kindness, many times anticipating my wants, I have the 
kindliest feelings and recollections, and here I want to place 
on record and express to him my grateful acknowledgments. 

I can not close this account of my doings without em- 
phatically expressing and placing on record niy heartfelt 
thanks to Eight Excellent Companions John W. Palmer, 
G.-. C.-. H.-.; William Hall, G.'. M.'. 3d V.-.; and Adolph 
Muehsam, G.'. M.'. 1st V."., who have accompanied me on all 
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my visits. Ever by my side to encourage, help, aid and as- 
sist and by their intelHgent efforts adding much not only to 
my own, but to the pleasures of those visited. No clouds 
along our pathway, one continual sunshine, a happy family, 
one thought and one aim, to do our duty as we saw and 
imderstood it. Those who have occupied this high station 
understand what encouragement such support means — 

" Honor and Fame from no condition rise, 
Act well your part, there all the honor lies.'' 

" By their works shall ye know them." Thus do I wish to be 
known and remembered — an humble worker in our own vine- 
yard ; sincere in my labors ; as one who has the most unbounded 
respect for this grand institution ; who desires to see it thrive 
and flourish ; to see our Capitular system receive due respect 
and recognition ; that the moral instruction inculcated by our 
degrees may be disseminated in a thoroughly impressive and 
earnest manner, so that none may go from us disappointed or 
dissatisfied. It has been my aim to elevate and bring to a 
higher plane all we stand for and teach. 

The position of Grand High Priest is by no means a sine- 
cure, when the duties are faithfully performed, and the lesser' 
of these are the executive and administrative. There is a 
HiGHEE duty — the propagating of our principles in working 
with and among the companions. 

Companions, when you go to your homes, carry with you my 
most grateful remembrance of your many acts of kindness. 
Be true to your Chapters and faithful in your attendance at 
the meetings, and see to it that they are agreeable, entertain- 
ing and instructive. If an officer, be ever ready to perform 
the duties incumbent upon you, with a deep sense of your 
responsibility and of the dignity and importance of the place 
of honor and trust that you occupy. We have opportunities to 
add members to our Chapters and the right to seek out and 
advise with brethren whom we are desirous of adding to 
our numbers. Let us not fail to grasp such favorable circum- 
stances, and our efforts will be well rewarded. 
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One year ago you placed confidence in me by bestowing 
upon me the highest gift in your power, and intrusted to my 
keeping the honor and integrity of the Royal Craft. I have 
tried to prove to you my appreciation of the trust thus com- 
mitted to me by doing all that I could for Capitular Masonry. 

" May the chain of friendship formed by the links which 
are dropped here, serve to unite us more closely in spirit with 
our companions. May each link be brought to a white heat 
in the fires of Love ; and, forged on the anvils of Truth, may 
they be strong as iron, yet light as air, keeping us bravely to 
the duties of Life." 

Thus ends the record of my official term. My task is fin- 
ished ; my work before you for inspection. I trust it will 
stand the test of the Grand Overseer's square. 

Sincerely and fraternally yours in the work, 

6 ^o^d li\^^r^^uui/— 
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